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This Standard Drawing is based on a reference to the NRCS standard practice 570−Stormwater Runoff Control. 

This drawing is intended to assist the designer in preparation of a complete site specific design, and it is not to replace the independent judgment and analysis by a qualified designer.  
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General Notes:  Sediment traps help protect infiltration systems from premature clogging from dirty storm water. 

Refer to the BMP "Site Evaluation Recommended Treatments" form for site specific sediment trap size.  For some 

available products, see NRCS "Sediment Trap Sizing  Sheet," BMP−030A.  The list is the result of a limited search of 

local and internet based suppliers. Other products are applicable. 

Installation: (Refer to NRCS Standard Drawing, BMP−007 for  an overview of infiltration  systems.)

Determine the appropriate placement of the sediment trap. It may be placed either directly in the infiltration system 

or upstream of it.  The trap must be located such that water will flow into it from the impervious surface and 

leave it downstream to the infiltration system. Ensure that the depths required for installation are not in conflict 

with bedrock, utilities, high groundwater, etc. Call for approval if design modifications are required.

If the sediment trap is upstream from the infiltration system dig a hole large enough to allow 3" of backfill (gravel 

or sand) on each side and the bottom of the sediment trap (box). if it is placed in the infiltration system create the 

necessary space.

Cut weep holes in the bottom of the box or select a bottomless box.  Minimally this should be about 4 − ¾" holes. 

Whether a bottomless box or weep holes, the area below the box needs to be protected from sediment clogging.  This 

is done by covering the weep holes or bottom of bottomless box completely with a sand bag filter or alternative 

method (see note 5.)

Place the assembled box to the proper grade and connect pipe(s) as appropriate. The inlet pipe must slope towards 

the box and the outlet pipe away from the box both at a minimum of ¼ inch vertical drop per 1 foot horizontal 

distance. Insure a snug connection so that storm water is not able to escape around the sides of the pipe. Ensure 

that no filter fabric blocks the inlet or outlet, however, some screening of the outlet pipe with hardware cloth, 

wire mesh, etc. is necessary to prevent floatable debris, such as pine needles, from clogging the system. Simply 

secure the screen over the outlet inside the box. A 90 degree elbow may be added to increase sediment storage for 

top inlet model (see drawing). 

Cover the weep holes with a sand bag filter. The sand bag filter may be constructed from a 1 or 5 gallon paint 

strainer filled with clean washed play sand. Similar to connecting the pipes in #4 above, storm water must not be 

able to escape around the sand bag filter and out the bottom of the trap.

All installations must be appropriately load rated as necessitated by potential vehicle traffic. Alternatively, 

block access with parking barriers per BMP−026.  

Add extensions as needed to adjust lid to finish grade. Backfill system to the top of the box. 

Maintenance:  Inspect in spring, fall, and after heavy rains. Remove and dispose of sediment and debris properly. 

Check sand bag filter and pipes for clogging and re−establish drainage as needed. Remove and replace or rejuvenate 

sand bag filter when drain time of full box after storm exceeds 48 hours. 
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