
Driveway Paving & Land Coverage 
Exemptions 



What is Land Coverage? 
 

ά! Ƴŀƴ-made structure, improvement, or covering that 
prevents normal precipitation from directly reaching the 
surface of the land underlying the structure, 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎΦέ 



Why is Land Coverage an issue? 
 



TRPA Land Coverage Regulations 
 

ÅIndividual Parcel Evaluation System (IPES) 
Vacant residential parcels only 

TRPA Code Chapter 53 

ÅLand Capability System 
Based on the 1974 report by Robert Bailey 

Scored on a scale from 1-7 

TRPA Code Chapter 30 

 

 



Land Capability Score 1 = Most Sensitive 
1% Coverage 

Stream Environment Zones; Steep Slopes; Rocky Outcrops 



Land Capability Score 7 =  
Least Sensitive, 30% coverage 

Well drained soils; Relatively flat; Greater than 5ft to 
seasonal high ground water 



Bailey Land Capability Scores 

Lands Located in Land 
Capability District 

Base Allowable 
Coverage 

1a, 1b, 1c 1% 

2 1% 

3 5% 

4 20% 

5 25% 

6, 7 30% 



How do I know how sensitive  
a property is? 

Single Family Residential 

ÅSite Assessment 
    

Commercial & Large Multi-Family Residential 

ÅLand Capability Verification 

ÅBanking & Verification of Existing Land Coverage 



Do I need a permit? 

Permit Required No Permit 

Creating new coverage  Maintenance of existing 
coverage 

Relocating existing 
coverage  

Changing configuration 
of existing coverage  



Why is paving an important BMP?  

ÅControl directly connected sources of sediment 

ÅPrevent disturbance during snow removal 

 


