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armored drip line
construction notes

Unless specified otherwise, the minimum trench widths shown in 

the installation guidelines reflect the minimum requirements 

for the BMP retrofit ordinance.  See BMP−002 for details of 

trenches located under roof valleys.

Armor soil with a 3" minimum continuous layer of rock. Washed 

3/4" to 1 1/2" drain rock or cobble is recommended. Native 

rock can be substituted if available. 

On sloped drip lines over 10%, contain the drain rock with 

baffles as shown or substitute larger riprap for drain rock.

An alternative practice is to construct a swale or 

subsurface drain to collect and convey runoff to an 

infiltration system located a minimum of 10’ away from the 

foundation. See BMP−004 and BMP−005 for details.

 

Containment borders are required. Options for materials 

include pressure treated lumber, recycled composites, 

brick, stone, cobble, or other landscape edging material. 

Fire Defensible Space Guidelines for Lake Tahoe recommend 

a non−combustible area within 5 feet of a structure. 

Combustible material shall not connect from the border to 

the structure.

 

Consult with your local fire protection district when 

landscaping near structures. Visit www.livingwithfire.info/tahoe 

for guidelines on the defensible space zone.

Regularly scheduled maintenance is necessary to maintain 
full function. Maintenance includes inspection, removal, and 
proper disposal of pine needles and accumulated sediment.
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