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CONSERVATION LANDSCAPES FOR A HEALTHY LAKE TAHOE
TRADITIONAL VERSUS
CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPES
Be Water Wise and Use a
Conservation Landscape
for a Healthy Tahoe

Traditional landscapes often include large
expanses of lawn that require significant water
and fertilizer to look their best. Overhead
sprinklers can be inefficient with excess water
spraying onto roads and walkways before
entering a gutter and transporting sediments
and fertilizers directly to the lake. This approach
to a landscape often wastes water and is
detrimental to Tahoe's ecology and beauty.
Converting landscapes from traditional lawns
can save water and benefit the environment.
Limited areas of turf may still be used where
it will be most used and be of value. Beautiful,
easy-to-maintain yards that are droughttolerant and conservation-based is the vision
for the Tahoe Keys.

60-70%

of water use in the Tahoe
Keys during the summer is
from landscape irrigation

Irrigation runoff and overspray can carry
fertilizers and sediments directly to Lake Tahoe,
reducing lake clarity
Photo by TRPA

Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.

4 | The Importance of a Low Water Use Landscape

PROTECTING LAKE TAHOE'S HEALTH
BENEFITS OF A
CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPE

Aerial view of Tahoe Keys
Photo by Drone Productions

LAKE TAHOE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Led by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency in
partnership with more than 80 organizations, the Lake
Tahoe Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) is
an unparalleled partnership working to achieve the
environmental goals of the Region.
Local, state, and federal government agencies, private
entities, scientists, and the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and
California have collaborated for more than 25 years to
restore the environmental health of Lake Tahoe.
As part of the private entities included in the EIP, Tahoe
Keys homeowners play an important role in protecting
Lake Tahoe. The Tahoe Keys are situated in one of Lake
Tahoe’s most environmentally sensitive areas and what
people do on their properties directly affects lake clarity.
By converting to a conservation landscape, the investment
of homeowners builds on the EIP’s collaborative success.
Tahoe Keys Landscape Idea Book

• Reduces irrigation needs and
conserves water
• Lowers energy costs
• Improves habitats for birds,
butterflies, and beneficial insects
• Improves lagoon health
• Protects Lake Tahoe
• Controls nutrients entering the
lagoons and Lake Tahoe to
improve water quality and lake
clarity
• Reduces the need for fertilizers
and pesticides
• Reduces weekly mowing and
yard maintenance activities
• Meets defensible space needs
to reduce risks associated with
wildfire
• Provides an attractive and
desirable aesthetic that reflects
the creativity of individual
property owners

Signs warn residents and visitors of
potentially harmful algae blooms in the
Tahoe Keys lagoons
Photo by TRPA
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
THE VISION
This idea book provides
inspirational and technical
information on how homeowners
can achieve an attractive, low
water landscape that also helps
keep Lake Tahoe blue and
provides defensible space to
reduce wildfire threat to homes.

WHAT IS A CONSERVATION
LANDSCAPE?
• Incorporates plant materials
selected based on their ability to
adapt to Tahoe's arid mountain
climate and can thrive with minimal
watering.
• Utilizes lawn only in focused areas
where it is needed for outdoor
activities.
• Efficiently uses water through upto-date irrigation strategies and
tracks usage.
• Looks great while using design and
maintenance strategies to reduce
water use.

Tahoe Keys, 1960s

Source: The Western Nevada Historic Photo Collection

Tahoe Keys, 2022
Photo by TRPA
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WHERE TO BEGIN
WHAT YOU'LL FIND IN THE GUIDE

1

Why a low-water use landscape is important

2

What to consider when designing and laying out
your yard

3

How to use inspirational ideas and combinations
of plants that can be found at local nurseries and
integrated into your landscape

4

What types of lawn alternatives are available

5

What types of projects require approval from
the City, TRPA, or TKPOA's Architectural Control
Committee

6

What coverage, best management practices
(BMPs), and defensible space mean

7

Where to find more resources to begin the
transformation of your landscape!

Conservation landscapes not only use less water, they require fewer fertilizers and
can provide habitat for beneficial insects, pollinators, and birds.
Photo by SDG Architecture
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Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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INSPIRATIONAL
IDEAS

The following pages include images of a range of landscapes utilizing
plants and design strategies to achieve an attractive low water
landscape. Residents can use the ideas to convert yards from traditional
lawn to more drought-tolerant designs. The ideas are organized into
four different landscape zones: 1) curb appeal zone, 2) sideyard zone,
3) outdoor living zone, and 4) lake clarity zone. Using pervious pavers,
like the walkway and driveway shown on the picture to the left, infiltrates
stormwater at the source and can provide coverage credit exemptions
for homeowners.
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Lagoon

LOOKING AT YOUR SITE

2. Consider environmental
factors (e.g., shade, sun, soils,
vegetation, wind, drainage
patterns); and

Property Line

Residence

15' Rear Setback

Residence
Residence

5' Side Setback

1. Look at your adjacent and
surrounding uses (e.g., roads,
homes, lagoon);

Backshore Boundary

Possible Utility/Drainage Easement

Homes in the Tahoe Keys are
located on individual parcels.
The design of buildings,
landscape, and hardscape (e.g.,
patios, walkways, driveways)
must consider setbacks,
easements, and CC&R's like
those shown on the diagram to
the right. When planning:

20' Front Setback
Driveway

3. Evaluate views (what do you
want to highlight and what
might you want to screen).

Right of Way/Snow Storage/Utilities
Road

Figure 1: Site plan of typical residential lot in the Tahoe Keys with easements
Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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WHAT TO CONSIDER

Location & Use/
Function

LOCATION &
USE/FUNCTION

The location of the landscape
area or anticipated outdoor
uses and function of the
landscape (e.g., front yard,
yoga, playing catch, gardening)

Plant Types
Native and adaptive native

YOUR
LANDSCAPE

Specialty gardens (e.g., butterfly,
pollinator, wildlife habitat, herb)
Low water/low maintenance

DESIRED
LOOK

PLANT TYPES

Low fire risk
Ornamental

Desired Look
An individual, but unified
aesthetic approach that reflects
the character of your home and
style
Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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Lagoon

LOCATIONS & USE/
FUNCTIONS
Inspirational imagery presented in this
section is organized into four different
use zones often found on residential
properties.

1

Curb Appeal Zone –
Entry, Courtyards and
Streetscapes

2

Sideyard Zone – BMPs
and Connections

3

Outdoor Living Zone –
Backyards

4

Lake Clarity Zone –
Lagoon Vegetative Buffers

4
3

2

2

Residence

1
Right of Way/Snow Storage/Utilities
Road

Figure 2: Diagram of Landscape Zones
Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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CURB APPEAL ZONE
CURB APPEAL ZONE
Curb Appeal Zones include the landscape
areas between your road and your home.
Common elements include your driveway, front
entry walkway, sidewalk, and landscape areas.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
• Visually guiding guests to your front entry
• Proportion of the size and shape of your
house to the plant materials
• Opportunities to highlight or spotlight
features of your home or landscape
• Low water and low maintenance plant
materials
• Visual continuity with neighboring properties
while expressing your individual style
• Seasonal color (e.g., leaves, flowers,
evergreen)
• Shrubs, ground covers, grasses, perennials,
and annuals should be less than four feet (4')
• Incorporate boulders, rock mulches, and
decomposed granite in moderation
• Decorative rock mulch should generally not
be more than 30% of the overall planted
areas
• Snow storage and plants that can spring
back from being in snow storage areas
• Access to utilities and utility easements – do
not place trees, boulders, large rocks, and
earth mounds in a utility easement
• Potential use of permeable pavers as
driveway and walkway materials
• BMPs to intercept and clean stormwater
before it leaves your property

Drain rock for water infiltration can be artfully integrated into a landscape entry where plants have adequate
spacing. Low fire risk mulch is used to reduce erosion and improve soil health.
Photo by Walton Architecture + Engineering
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CURB APPEAL ZONE

DRAIN ROCK
ROCK WITH
PERENNIALS

Non-woody plants can be planted in a granite rock mulch that connects with drainage BMPs
Photo by Shutterstock

ENTRY WALK
(COVERAGE)
LAWN
ALTERNATIVE

LAWN
ALTERNATIVE
WALKWAY
(COVERAGE)

Vibrant flowers guide visitors to front entry
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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No-mow grasses use lower water and offer an
attractive alternative to turf grass
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

CURB APPEAL ZONE

LAWN
ALTERNATIVE

LARGE PAVER
(COVERAGE)
Color, used sparingly, highlights focal points
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Native grasses create a soft look and require less water and maintenance
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

LAWN ALTERNATIVE IN
SHADY AREAS
ENTRY WALK
(COVERAGE)

Perennial plants and groundcovers can create a uniform look that matches Tahoe's mountain environment
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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CURB APPEAL ZONE

PLANTS
SPACED APART

DRAINAGE
FEATURE
INCORPORATED
INTO DESIGN

Plants adapted to Tahoe's climate can thrive with little
supplemental water
Photo by Garden Art Landscaping & Design
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To reduce risk during a wildfire, separate plant groupings with adequate spacing
Photo by Jennifer Cressy

CURB APPEAL ZONE

Permeable paving can be attractive and provide a
coverage exemption credit
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

RAIN GARDEN

Rain gardens can be used as an infiltration feature along driveways to treat stormwater
Photo by TRPA

Landscapes converted from turf use lower water and provide seasonal interest
Photo by Shutterstock
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Driveway slot drains capture water so it can be filtered
before entering Lake Tahoe
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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CURB APPEAL ZONE

LOW GROWING,
LOW WATER
USE, GREEN
LAWN
ALTERNATIVE

STONE PATH
(COVERAGE)
CONNECTS TO
ENTRY

Example of low water, low maintenance lawn alternative
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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DRAINAGE
FEATURE
INCORPORATED
INTO DESIGN

Rock drainageways infiltrate runoff and armor soil to
prevent erosion
Photo by TRPA

COVERAGE

PERVIOUS AGGREGATE MULCH USED
TO SEPARATE PLANTINGS IS NOT
CONSIDERED COVERAGE

Organizing plant materials into separated groupings creates a consistent design look and the rock mulch separating the plants provides defensible space
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

DRAINAGE
FEATURE
INCORPORATED
INTO DESIGN

Plants cascade over the edge of drainage features, softening their look
Photo by TRPA
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SIDEYARD ZONE
SIDEYARD ZONE
The Sideyard Zone includes those areas
located between your home, fence, and
your neighbor's residence. They are usually
narrow and have drainage features to infiltrate
stormwater from your roof, maintain fire
defensible space, and provide access to utilities
such as gas and electric meters.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
• Address stormwater runoff from roof eaves
with drainage features, such as rain gardens,
and rock armoring of soils
• Planting materials between zero and five
feet (0-5') from home should be non-woody
(perennials, annuals and groundcovers)
• Incorporate boulders, rock mulches, and
decomposed granite
• Fence can not be taller than six feet (6')

RESIDENCE

• Should be stained or painted in a color
that is not flashy or highly reflective
• Wrought iron fences must be powdercoated steel and not have a spiked top
• Chain link fences are not allowed
• All fences subject to ACC approval
• Consider providing visual screening between
residences
• Access to utilities and utility easements – do
not place trees, boulders, large rocks, and
earth mounds in a utility easement

BMP DRAIN ROCK
TO INFILTRATE
STORMWATER AWAY
FROM HOME AND
REDUCE EROSION

Sideyards are often narrow and should include drainage features and nonflammable materials next to the home
Photo by Rock and Rose Nursery + Landscaping
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NON-WOODY
PLANTS AND
ROCK MULCH
WITHIN 5' OF
STRUCTURE

SIDEYARD ZONE
BS X
RU
SH ED 2 HT
C
G
SPA R HEI
I
E
H
T

Uncompacted pervious rock mulches provide
defensible space and are not considered
coverage when used within five feet of the
structure and to separate plantings.
Photo by Brian Hirdman
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Stepping stones that provide a border to drainage features and rock mulch may not be considered coverage
Photo by TRPA
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SIDEYARD ZONE

On sloped sites, drainage features may step
Photo by TRPA

Drainage feature wraps around the house for
continuity and to provide defensible space
Photo by TRPA
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Drainage features may incorporate multiple sizes of rocks and plantings were appropriate
Photo by TRPA

SIDEYARD ZONE

Rock beneath eaves of structures prevent erosion of soil
Photo by TRPA

Narrow sideyards provide drainage, circulation,
and defensible space
Photo by TRPA
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Inspirational Ideas | 23

OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE
OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE
Outdoor Living Zones refer backyards or
landscape areas between your residence and
the lagoon or between your residence and
your rear neighbor. Common elements include
places to relax, gather with friends, have
informal recreation activities, outdoor dining,
gardening, and enjoying the outdoors.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
• Level of maintenance you or a hired
landscape company intend to provide on a
regular basis
• Outdoor activities you would like to enjoy at
your property (e.g., outdoor dining, reading,
relaxing, enjoying a view, throwing a ball,
doing yoga, gardening, lawn bowling, corn
hole, socializing)
• Opportunities to highlight or spotlight
features of your home or landscape
• Low water and low maintenance plant
materials
• Seasonal color (e.g., leaves, flowers,
evergreen)
• Shrubs, ground covers, grasses, perennials,
and annuals should be less than four feet (4')
• Incorporate boulders, rock mulches, and
decomposed granite
• Access to utilities and utility easements – do
not place trees, boulders, large rocks, and
earth mounds in a utility easement
• BMPs to intercept and clean stormwater
before it leaves your property
• Reduce lawn to reduce fertilizer use
• Lawn should be limited to 25% of total
landscape area per the City's WELO
ordinance
24 | Inspirational Ideas

WELL SPACED NATIVE
VEGETATION FARTHER
FROM HOME
LEAN AND GREEN
LANDSCAPE NEAR
HOME

PATIO
(PERVIOUS PAVING
ELIGIBLE FOR COVERAGE
EXEMPTION)
Places to sit and gather utilize some coverage, such as permeable paving, while
being nestled into a low water use landscape
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

SMALL LAWN AREA
FOR OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES

Low water landscapes can be planted around
lawns to reduce the size and need for fertilizer
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

SMALL LAWN AREA
FOR OUTDOOR
ACTIVITIES

Design outdoor living spaces to be flexible
and enjoyable
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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Limiting lawn areas to the size needed for desired activities reduces water use while accommodating uses
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

NONFLAMMABLE
MATERIALS USED NEXT
TO HOME

PERVIOUS AGGREGATE OR ROCK
MULCH USED AS AN EXTENSION
OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE AND BMP
DRAINAGE FEATURES IS NOT
CONSIDERED COVERAGE

Outdoor spaces include a combination of plantings separated by nonflammable materials to reduce fire risk while also providing for circulation and outdoor activities
Photo by Tahoe Outdoor Living
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OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

Tahoe adapted plants
Photo by Jennifer Cressy

Native plants provide habitat to pollinators and
beneficial insects
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Tahoe Keys Landscape Idea Book

Selecting plants for seasonal qualities creates an ever-changing landscape
Photo by Jennifer Cressy
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OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

Pervious decking with rock armor below infiltrates
runoff and is eligible for coverage exemption
Photo by TRPA

Drain rock can be integrated in an artistic way and
have plantings such as sedums incorporated
Photo by TRPA
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A combination of grasses, perennials, and shrubs create an attractive, low maintenance border around a more
active lawn area and infiltrate runoff from turf
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

Drainage features and native plantings at lawn edge
Photo by TRPA

Reduce turf areas while maintaining their character with a combination of turf and
lawn alternative
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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Mulch prevents soil erosion and helps maintain soil moisture by protecting against
temperature fluctuations
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

ONE FOOT WIDTH MAX

A simple selection of a few different plants, spaced apart in a defined pattern
meets defensible space and low irrigation requirements
Photo by Jeffrey Gordon Smith Landscape Architecture
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Flagstone edging that is less than one foot wide defines the border of a lawn in a
naturalized way and may not be considered coverage
Photo by Manhattan Arts Blog

OUTDOOR LIVING ZONE

Separate plants into groupings and provide adequate
spacing to maintain defensible space
Photo by Carolyn Chadwick

Rock mulch used near a home as defensible
space may double for outdoor dining and not be
considered coverage
Photo by Getty Images
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Native plants can provide ground cover to prevent soil erosion and
attract beneficial insects and pollinators
Photo by Shutterstock
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LAKE CLARITY ZONE
LAKE CLARITY ZONE
Lake Clarity Zones include the landscape
areas between your Outdoor Living Zone and
adjacent lagoon. Lake Clarity Zones may not
exist on all TKPOA parcels. The intent of this
zone is to eliminate the use of lawn or other
plantings that require fertilizer and provide a
planted buffer strip to filter stormwater before
it enters the lagoon and Lake Tahoe to reduce
algae blooms.

DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS
• Low water and low maintenance plant
materials
• Do not use lawn; use lawn alternatives such
as grasses, wildflowers, boulders, and rock
mulch
• Intercept and clean stormwater before it
leaves your property
• Prevent fertilizer runoff into the lagoon and
Lake Tahoe to improve lake clarity
• Lagoon banks should not be disturbed and
should be kept free of debris, litter, trash and
overgrowth of brush and weeds
• Landscape walls between two and four
feet high, at or facing the high waterline,
that change the natural slope of the parcel
require a City permit
• Walls three feet and higher must be
engineered
• Landscape retaining walls should be no more
than one foot (1') above the high waterline
(additional height may be considered)
• No retaining walls should be below the high
water line
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NATURALIZED GRASSES
AND PLANTINGS FILTER
STORMWATER BEFORE IT
ENTERS THE LAKE

Limiting lawn along the lake edge reduces the risk of fertilizers entering Lake Tahoe
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

LAKE CLARITY ZONE

LAWN AREA IS
LIMITED

NATURALIZED GRASSES
AND PLANTINGS FILTER
STORMWATER BEFORE IT
ENTERS THE LAKE

Incorporating native and ornamental grasses creates
an attractive buffer around small lawn areas

A naturalized lake edge reduces sediment and fertilizer entering Lake Tahoe
Photo by Saxon Holt / PhotoBotanic.com

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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LAKE CLARITY ZONE

NATIVE VEGETATION ALONG THE SHORELINE

DRAINAGE FEATURE
TO INFILTRATE
RUNOFF

WALKWAY
(COVERAGE)

Incorporating low water use shrubs and grasses along the shoreline and lagoon provides privacy while allowing access
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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PLANTS SPACED
APART

LAKE CLARITY ZONE

Using native and adapted grasses and wildflowers near the water's edge can infiltrate runoff from turf before it reaches the lake
Photo by TRPA
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Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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ACHIEVING A
NEW LANDSCAPE

Transforming your yard from a lawn to a conservation landscape should
be fun. Although technical and regulatory considerations exist, the
benefits are endless. This section provides an overview of information
needed to gain approval for your landscape renovations, steps for
converting your landscape, guidance for irrigation and maintenance,
recommended plants, and a list of additional resources to explore. The
summary provided is for informational purposes. Guidelines, codes,
and setbacks are subject to change. Homeowners should always refer
to the most current version of applicable codes and guidelines for the
most up-to-date information.

Tahoe Keys Landscape Idea Book
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PUTTING IT TOGETHER
Lagoon

Lake clarity planting

Lawn

STEPS FOR CONVERTING A
TRADITIONAL LANDSCAPE
1. Eliminate or minimize lawn
area
Deck

2. Select plants based on the soil
and sun exposure of your yard
Residence

3. Select plants adapted to Tahoe

Herbaceous
ground covers

4. Select fire resistant plants next
to structures
5. Group plants by their watering
needs
6. Amend the soil

Bear Box

7. Use pervious materials for
walkways and patios

Permeable pavers
Lawn Alternative

8. Cover bare ground with a
nonflammable mulch

Road

Figure 3: Example conservation landscape plan
Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Herbaceous planting
in easement

PUTTING IT TOGETHER
Lagoon

Lake clarity planting

Lawn

Permeable pavers

Rain garden or
vegetated swale in City
drainage easement
Herbaceous
ground covers

Residence

Bear Box

Permeable pavers
Herbaceous planting
in easement

IRRIGATING A
CONSERVATION LANDSCAPE
1. Install or retrofit your irrigation
system with a water-efficient
irrigation system
2. Install water smart sprinkler
controllers to increase
conservation and only apply
water needed based on
weather conditions
3. Use drip irrigation to deliver
water directly to the root system
of the plant
4. Irrigate only on designated
days and times
5. Group plants into zones to
water based on plant needs
6. Ensure lawns have head to
head coverage to avoid overwatering some areas in order
to get rid of brown spots
7. Improve soil conditions and
reduce compaction
8. Get technical support for your
irrigation system from TKPOA's
resources and partnerships

Road

Figure 4: Example conservation landscape plan

Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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GETTING APPROVAL
WHAT LANDSCAPE MODIFICATIONS REQUIRE APPROVAL?
• Major changes or modifications to your landscape and outdoor spaces requires
approval by the TKPOA Architectural Control Committee (ACC).
• Actions That Do NOT Require TRPA, ACC, or City Approval (not inclusive)
» Regular maintenance, repair or preservation of your landscape, irrigation, or fencing
» Replacing plants
» Replacing walkways or driveways (impervious surfaces) with a new material, but
using the exact same size and location of the existing feature
» Excavating LESS than three cubic yards of soil
» Using non-permanent planters or pots for landscape plantings
• Actions That MAY Require TRPA, ACC, or City Approval (not inclusive)
» Major renovations of your entire front yard or backyard landscape
» Adding or modifying areas of coverage (impervious surfaces) (e.g., adding a new
deck, driveway, or walkway; or modifying the size or location of an existing deck,
driveway, or walkway)
» Excavating MORE than three cubic yards of soil
» Constructing a new fence
» Adding a new bear box
» Changes or modifications to a revetment or bulkhead
» Adding a landscape wall three feet or higher, at or facing the high waterline which
changes the natural slope or gradient of a lot
» New construction projects with an aggregate landscape area equal to or greater
than 500 sf OR rehabilitated landscape projects with an aggregate landscape area
equal to or greater than 2,500 sf requiring a building permit, plan check, or design
review must meet the requirements of the City's Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
(WELO)
» WELO limits turf to 25% of the landscape area and requires 75% of plants to be
climate adapted and require little or no summer water

• TKPOA's CC&R's and ACC Rules summarize setbacks and recommendations for
landscape materials to be used in the neighborhood.
Image by Jeffrey Gordon Smith Landscape Architecture
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UNDERSTANDING SETBACKS
STRUCTURES ►

Figures by Design Workshop, Inc.
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15' Rear Setback

15' Rear Setback

5' Side Setback

Trees cannot be
planted closer than
ten feet to the front
property line, five feet
to the side property
lines or fifteen feet
to the high water
line. All trees must
be approved by the
(TKPOA ACC 10.13).

20' Front Setback
10' Front Setback

FENCES ►
Fences must not be
higher than six feet
along the side of the
house, or higher than
three feet in front
of the house or four
feet in the rear of the
house. Front fences
must comply with the
five foot setback from
the curb requirement
(TKPOA ACC 09.03).

◄ BEAR BOXES
Maximum height of 4'

Maximum height of 6'
along foundation

The diagrams
shown are provided
for informational
purposes. Guidelines,
codes, and setbacks
are subject to
change. Homeowners
should refer to the
most current version
of the guidelines and
code. Any addition of
landscape elements
may require approval
by the Architectural
Control Committee
(ACC).

◄ TREES

5' Side Setback

If no front setback
is indicated on the
subdivision plat, a
minimum setback
of 20 feet will apply.
Structures cannot be
closer than five feet to
the side property line.
No structure may be
closer than 15' to the
high water line (TKPOA
ACC2.02-2.04 and
SLTCC 6.85.030 A).

Fence height must drop to 4' in
height beyond the foundation

Setbacks refer to
areas of your property
where limitations exist.
These restrictions are
determined by the
City of South Lake
Tahoe's Code, TRPA's
Code of Ordinances,
and guidelines from
TKPOA's Architectural
Control Committee
(ACC). .

Minimum 5' from curb
Maximum height of 3'

20' from front curb and
screened from view

Bear boxes may be
considered so long as
they are placed more
than 20 feet from the
front curb and are
screened from the
street and neighboring
properties. They may
not be located within
side or rear setback
areas (TKPOA ACC
15.02a).
City of South Lake
Tahoe code requires
the bear box to be no
less than 10 feet from
the road and no more
than 50 feet from the
property line.
Bear boxes mounted
on a pedestal do not
count as coverage.
Achieving a New Landscape | 41

LAND COVERAGE | A PRIMER
WHAT IS COVERAGE?
Land coverage refers to humanmade structures or compacted
soils (impervious surfaces)
that prevent at least 75% of
water infiltration and impede
native vegetation growth on a
parcel. Reducing coverage and
maintaining open space in the
Tahoe watershed is a priority since
it increases the ability of soil and
vegetation to infiltrate water and
improves lake clarity.

WHAT IS MY LAND
COVERAGE?
• The amount of land coverage
allowed on a parcel is based on
land capability, or how suitable that
parcel is for development.
• Residential lots in the Tahoe Keys
have a man modified designation
of Class 6, allowing 30% land
coverage.
• Homeowners may also use the
base allowable coverage in
Table 30.4.2-1 of TRPA's Code of
Ordinances.

LAND CAPABILITY AND COVERAGE
The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency established land coverage restrictions
to maintain open space and limit the amount of impervious surface within
watersheds. These restrictions limit land disturbance and impervious
surfaces to ensure the continual improvement of water quality. A lot's land
capability is determined by the land's environmental sensitivity.

Class
6
Residential parcels in the Tahoe Keys have been
determined to be land capability district Class 6

30%

which allows for
coverage of the
parcel area (up to the backshore boundary)
COVERAGE EXAMPLES

NON-COVERAGE EXAMPLES

Impervious surfaces that do NOT allow water to
infiltrate and don't support plant growth:

Pervious surfaces that DO allow water to
infiltrate and DO support plant growth:

Patios, walkways &
driveways (concrete,
asphalt, stone, or paver)

Synthetic/Artificial turf

Landscape planting areas

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Photo by TRPA

Buildings, structures,
pools, and in-ground spas

Compacted dirt or
decomposed granite
pathways

Generally, stepping
stones only 1 square foot
in size and spaced apart

Photo by TRPA

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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BMP drain rock or
uncompacted rock mulch

Photo by TRPA

Photo by Shutterstock

Bear boxes on a pedestal
Photo by City of South
Lake Tahoe

LAND COVERAGE | A PRIMER
COVERAGE EXEMPTIONS
Certain landscape elements may be considered exempt or partially exempt from coverage
calculations. Elements exempt from coverage calculations include non-permanent structures of
120 square feet or less and the first 500 square feet of pervious deck.
Partial exemptions include pervious paving (25 percent of which does not count toward the
calculation of land coverage), decks larger than 500 square feet (additional 1-125 square feet is 80
percent exempt, 126-250 square feet is 60 percent exempt, and so on), and overhang allowance
(every three feet of elevation allows one foot of the perimeter to be excluded from coverage
calculations). Additional information regarding partial and full exemptions can be found in Section
30.4.6 of the TRPA Code of Ordinances.

PERVIOUS COVERAGE
SOURCE: TRPA CODE 30.4.D.1
• Using pervious pavers or pervious concrete instead of asphalt/
concrete
• 25% coverage credit
• Must allow 75% of the water to infiltrate
• Pervious driveways must install infiltration BMPs
Example: 1,000 sf of pervious pavers would have an exemption
credit of 250 sf or count as 750 sf of proposed coverage

Certain documentation permits
and verifications are required prior
to taking advantage of coverage
exemptions.
Properties must meet TRPA's BMP
requirements to be eligible for
coverage exemptions. BMPs can
be installed concurrently with
landscaping projects.
In total, the maximum coverage
exemptions or credits may not
exceed 10% of the parcel's nonsensitive lands. (700 sf of a lot with
7,000 sf of Class 6 lands).

Photo by Techno-Bloc

Rain gardens can be used as BMPs for pervious driveways to infiltrate stormwater

TO ACCESS THE COMPLETE TRPA CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REVIEW
SECTIONS RELATED TO COVERAGE AND OTHER PERMIT REQUIREMENTS,
VISIT THE WEBSITE AT WWW.TRPA.GOV/REGIONAL-PLAN/.
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NOTES ON COVERAGE
EXEMPTIONS

The example on page 44
demonstrates how the use of
permeable materials can reduce a
property's land coverage without
sacrificing outdoor living features.
Refer to TRPA's Coverage
Exemption Process (https://www.
trpa.gov/wp-content/uploads/
documents/archive/Coverage_
Exemption_Process_Info_Sheet.
pdf) for more information.
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LAND COVERAGE | EXEMPTIONS
CONDITIONS TO RECEIVE
COVERAGE EXEMPTIONS
Submit an application to TRPA for
a Site Assessment to document
how much land coverage you
currently have
Remove land coverage that has
not been determined to be legallyexisting

PERVIOUS DECKS
SOURCE: TRPA CODE 30.4.D.2
• 100% exemption for up to 5% of the non-sensitive land or up to
500 sf, whichever is less
• The next 501 to 1,000 sf of decks has a sliding scale credit
• In total, for a large parcel the first 1,000 sf of deck would have
a credit exemption of 750 sf (count as 250 sf of proposed
coverage) and each additional square foot of decking would
count full coverage
• The maximum amount of deck coverage credit for smaller
parcels is typically reached at 5% of the non-sensitive lands
(350 SF for a 7,000 SF Class 6 parcel)

Fully mitigate any legally-existing
excess coverage (by removing or
paying a mitigation fee)

NON-PERMANENT STRUCTURES (SHEDS,
GREENHOUSES, HOT TUBS WITHOUT A PERMANENT
FOUNDATION)

Have permanent Best
Management Practices (BMPs)
installed and maintained or apply
for and install BMPs with your
project

SOURCE: TRPA CODE 30.4.6.A.
• Structures that do not have a permanent foundation
• Up to 120 sf or not more than 2% of the parcel's non-sensitive
lands may be exempt from the coverage calculations
• The non-permanent structure must have its own BMPs installed

If using a Qualified Exempt
Declaration process for a project,
BMPs must be currently installed
and certified before TRPA can
process the exemption
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Photo by TRPA

Photo by Shutterstock

3:1 HEIGHT REDUCTION
SOURCE: TRPA CODE 30.4.6.B
• For every three feet above ground (measured to the bottom of
the structure), one foot of the horizontal overhang dimension
may be excluded from land coverage calculations.
• This reduction should be calculated on any deck or overhang
structure, such as a roof eave, more than one foot above the
ground.
• This reduction should be taken prior to calculation of exempted
coverage and does not have a limit for how many reductions
can be taken.

Actual land
coverage
associated
with the
deck: 5’x6’
(30 sq. ft)

Photo by TRPA

LAND COVERAGE | CALCULATING COVERAGE
Lagoon

Lagoon

Bulkhead/Backshore Boundary

Bulkhead/Backshore Boundary

◄

This example uses a 7,000 sq ft lot with Class 6 land
capability, which permits 30% coverage. The maximum
permittable coverage for this lot is 2,100 sq ft.
(7,000 X 30% = 2,100)

Property Line

Residence

Deck

Residence
Porch

Entry Walk

Porch

Concrete
Driveway

Permeable
Paving

Road

THIS EXAMPLE...

Demonstrates how the use of
permeable materials can reduce
a property's land coverage
without sacrificing landscape
features.

Entry Walk

Property Line

Patio

Road
Area (sq ft)
without
Credits

Home Feature

Credit
Factor

Credit

Area (sq ft)
with Applied
Credits

Home and covered porch

1650

Home and covered porch

0%

0

1650

Driveway

300

Driveway

25%

75

225

Entry walk and circulation

100

Entry walk and circulation

25%

25

75

Deck/patio

500

Deck/patio

100% (with

350 (5% of
7000sf cap)

150

Total

2550

Total

450

2100

Home Feature

This home exceeds the maximum allowable
coverage of 2,100 square feet.

Figures by Design Workshop, Inc.
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a cap)

Artificial turf is considered
coverage by TRPA. Consider using
permeable paving and decks for
outdoor spaces in order to use
the captured coverage exemption
credits for artificial turf.

This home has met the allowable coverage by replacing
impervious materials with pervious ones.
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BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)
5

Landscape
•

6

Infiltration Trench
•

3

7
8

6

2
4

1

7

5

1

Bear Box
•

2

Prevents animals scavenging for food.
Failure to secure trash from bears is
illegal in the Lake Tahoe Region.

Parking Barriers
•

3

Prevent vehicular access to paved
areas. Examples include low fencing
and large boulders.
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Gutter with Downspout
•

4

Directs stormwater from the roof to the
rain garden. The gutter is placed on a
roof that gets a lot of sun and there is
heat tape on the roof to melt snow, both
important considerations when installing
a gutter.

8

Facilitates infiltration of stormwater runoff
from the roofs and decks and protects the
soil from the impact of water coming off
the roof, preventing soil erosion. The drain
rock here is installed 5 feet wide around
the entire structure, providing the dual
purpose of a fire defensible space zone as
well as a water quality BMP.

Pervious Paving
•

8

The landscape is comprised of native and
adaptive species which require little to no
fertilizer and minimal irrigation compared
to turf. Defensible space is achieved by
using lean, clean and green plants within
30 feet of the structure.

Allows water to move through the surface
into an underlying storage area that
infiltrates the water. Additional BMPs may
be required. For example, the driveway
has a swale built into it at the property line
to convey water to an on-site infiltration
system, in this case a rain garden.

Rain Gardens
•

Are a great way to incorporate BMPs
into your landscaping. They are
low-maintenance, small, vegetated
depressions that infiltrate stormwater.

Slotted Channel Drain
•

Intercepts runoff from the driveway and
conveys it to an infiltration system. The
sediment trap prevents course sediment
from clogging the system.

Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)

DO
Use turf alternatives,
like native and
adapted native
plants, by the lagoons
to prevent fertilizers
and other nutrients
from entering the
lagoon.
Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.

Use rain gardens to
capture and infiltrate
runoff from driveways
and parking areas.

Photo by TRPA

Use drainage
features to capture
runoff from roof
gutter downspouts
before it has a
chance to runoff your
property.

DON'T
Do not use fertilizers
with phosphorus. Lake
Tahoe soils naturally
contain plenty of
phosphorus. Excess
"P" in fertilizer runs off
your property and
ends up in Lake Tahoe,
fueling plant growth.
Look for a 0 in your
fertilizer nutrient ratio
N-P-K. Make sure the
"P" for phosphorus
is 0!

Best Management Practices or
BMPs are landscape features that
help infiltrate runoff and stabilize
soil to prevent erosion. BMPs
are not considered coverage.
Properties that meet TRPA
requirements receive a BMP
Certificate, which TRPA documents
on the parcel tracker at ltinfo.org.
Photo by TRPA

►
DRAINAGE
EASEMENTS

Do not use pesticides
like RoundUp. Lake
Tahoe is designated
an outstanding
national resource
water and must be
protected.

Photo by Shutterstock

Photo by TRPA
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BEST MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES (BMPS)

The City of South
Lake Tahoe
has drainage
easements between
many homes in
the Tahoe Keys.
These easements
allow the City to
improve or maintain
infrastructure.
Underground
stormdrain pipes,
rain gardens,
vegetative swales,
and other features
may be located in
the easements to
treat stormwater
before it enters the
lagoons.
Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.
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DEFENSIBLE SPACE

95%

of Tahoe Key's residential
landscapes are typically within
Ember Resistant & Lean and
Green areas

Figure by Design Workshop, Inc.

0' - 5' | Ember Resistant

5' - 30' | Lean and Green

•

•

Extends 30 feet from buildings, structures,

•

Extends from 30 feet to 100 feet out from
buildings, structures, decks, etc. or to your
property line, whichever is closer.

•

Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds
(vegetation) and vegetation or items that
could catch fire from around and under
decks, balconies and stairs.

•

Cut or mow annual grass down to a
maximum height of 4 inches.

•

Create horizontal and vertical space
between grass, shrubs and trees.

Extends five feet (5') from buildings, structures,
decks, etc.

•

Remove all branches within 10 feet of any
roof, deck or stairs.

•

Limit plants in this area to low-growing, fire
resistant, non-woody, properly watered and
maintained plants such as sedum or stone
crop.

•

Use inert, non-combustible materials.

48 | Achieving a New Landscape

decks, etc. or to your property line,
whichever is closer.

•

Trim trees regularly to keep branches a
minimum of 10 feet from other trees. Ensure
there is no vegetation at the base of the
tree that can become a ladder fuel.

•

Provide adequate spacing between
groupings of vegetation to maintain fire
defensible space.

Over 30' | Reduce Fuel

DEFENSIBLE SPACE
10’ MIN.
BETWEEN
CANOPIES

NO LIMBS
WITHIN 10' OF
STRUCTURES

BRANCHES 3X
THE HEIGHT OF
SHRUBS BELOW

RESIDENCE

BS X
RU
SH ED 2 HT
C
G
SPA R HEI
I
E
TH

0' - 5'

NON-WOODY
PERENNIALS AND
FIRE RESISTANT
PLANTS

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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PLANT SELECTIONS | TREES
SITE INVENTORY
• Note the location of doors and
windows and points of access
• Note drip lines areas
• Note sunny and shady areas of the
property
• Identify existing plants to remain

FLOWERING TREES

EVERGREEN TREES

Seasonal accents in the landscape

Year-round landscape features

LOW FIRE RISK
• Chokecherry

HIGH FIRE RISK
• Bosnian pine 'Emerald Arrow'

• New foliage sprouts green and becomes
purple

• Compact upright tree similar to Austrian
Pines

• Crabapple (fruitless)

• California incense-cedar

• 'Spring Snow', Prairie Rose', and 'Marilee'
are fruitless varieties withe pink and white
spring blooms

DECIDUOUS TREES
Provide shade without dominating the
landscape

LOW FIRE RISK
• Amur Maple
• Small rounded form
• Japanese Maple
• Ornamental tree comes in a variety of
forms and colors, best when protected
from wind

MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Bigtooth maple
• Native maple with bright red fall color
• Columnar Oaks
• Upright oak, great for small spaces
• Vine Maple
• Native maple with vase shaped branching
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• Flowering cherry (fruitless)

• Low branching habit can be a fire hazard,
frequent litter removal and limbing are
needed
• Jeffrey pine & Ponderosa pine

• Spring flowers and small upright form

• Fire adapted when limbed and
maintained

• Flowering plum (fruitless)

• Norway spruce 'Sherwood Compact'

• Striking purple foliage makes this a great
accent plant

• Narrow form with upright branches

• Redbud

• Red tipped Norway spruce

• Purple/pink flowers in spring before foliage
• Snowbird Hawthorn (fruitless)

• Ornamental spruce with red new growth
• 'Silver Star' Korean fir

• Dark green glossy leaves with white spring
flowers

• Compact fir tree with dark purple cones
• Vanderwolf's pyramid limber pine
• Ornamental pine with grey green needles

Large Shrubs that can be used as small trees
when pruned
• Common lilac
• Smokebush
• Sumac
• Western Ninebark

• Western white fir
• Sappy bark makes this tree fire prone,
when possible use this tree sparingly
Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

PLANT SELECTIONS | TREES
GREAT COMBOS

Amur maple, fall

• Flowering trees with late summer
blooming shrubs and perennials for
multi season interest
• Evergreen trees accented with
shrubs with bright fall color
• Flowering trees paired with lawn
alternatives create a meadow
aesthetic
• Use columnar trees with a variety of
shrub heights to easily achieve an
eye catching landscape

Amur maple, summer

Photo sources vary

Columnar oak, summer

Columnar oak, fall

Japanese maple
Tahoe Keys Landscape Idea Book

Flowering cherry

Jeffery pine

Incense cedar

Redbud, summer

Redbud, spring
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PLANT SELECTIONS | SHRUBS
PLANTING CONSIDERATIONS
• Low water plants
• Shrubs should be maintained to a
maximum of 4 feet
• Limit woody plants along street for
winter snow storage
• Use to reduce lawn areas
• Introduce plantings that improve
lake clarity
• Decomposed granite and rock
mulch should only be 30% of the
landscape
• Viewshed protection and overall
desired aesthetic for the Tahoe Keys
• No fruiting trees should be used
• Use herbaceous or inert, noncombustible material within 5 feet
of house
• Use evergreen trees over deciduous
trees
• Group plantings and provide
adequate separation between to
maintain defensible space
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EVERGREEN SHRUBS
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Oregon grape
• Privet
• Rhododendron
HIGH FIRE RISK
• Dwarf mugo pine
• Hicks yew

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS:
INTERESTING FOLIAGE
LOW FIRE RISK
• Dogwood
• Thimbleberry
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Alpine currant
• Barberry
• Burning bush
• Chokeberry
• Cotoneaster
• Dwarf cranberry bush
• Dwarf smokebush
• Holly
• Ninebark
• Sand cherry

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS:
SHOWY FLOWERS
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Blue beard
• Butterfly bush
• Cotoneaster
• Dwarf Korean lilac
• Lavender
• Mock orange
• Nevada currant
• Potentilla
• Russian sage
• Serviceberry
• Snowberry
• Spirea
• St. John's wort
• Twinberry
• Weigela
• Woods' rose

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

PLANT SELECTIONS | SHRUBS
GREAT COMBOS

Barberry

Butterfly bush

Dogwood

• Mixing shrubs with flowering and
foliage interest creates a balanced
landscape palette
• Spirea and potentilla bloom
throughout the summer, paired
with ornamental grasses you
landscape will be colorful without
the maintenance of flowering
perennials
• Shrubs that are wider than they are
tall like Dwarf lilacs and Oregon
grape pair well with ground covers
like Creeping euonymus and
Creeping snowberry
Photo sources vary

Dwarf Korean lilac

Dwarf mugo pine

Dwarf smokebush

Oregon grape

Potentilla

Rhododendron
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Spirea
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PLANT SELECTIONS | GROUNDCOVERS
PLANTS TO AVOID FOR
DEFENSIBLE SPACE:
Woody dry plants and evergreens
are considered to be highly
flammable.
• Arborvitae
• Arizona cypress
• Bitterbrush
• Cape broom
• Dwarf Alberta spruce
• Juniper
• Manzanita
• Mountain mahogany
• Mountain whitethorn
• Rubber rabbitbrush
• Sagebrush
• Scotch broom
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GROUNDCOVERS
LOW FIRE RISK
• Ajuga
• Bishop's hat
• Creeping cinquefoil
• Creeping cranesbill
• Creeping euonymus
• Creeping Jenny
• Creeping phlox
• Creeping strawberry
• Creeping thyme
• Dead nettle
• Evening primrose
• Evergreen candytuft
• Lady fern
• Lamb's ear
• Phlox
• Sedum or stonecrop
• Sweet woodruff
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Carpet rose
• Creeping cotoneaster
• Creeping snowberry

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

PLANT SELECTIONS | GROUNDCOVERS
GREAT COMBOS

Bishop's hat

Creeping cotoneaster

Creeping euonymus

• Candytuft blooms in the spring and
is great base for perennials beds
with summer blooming flowers
• Mix woody ground covers
like creeping Snowberry and
Cotoneaster with boulders for
a naturalized low maintenance
landscape
• Use several varieties of thyme to
create a carpet like landscape,
great for areas where you still need
to walk like the side of your house
• For shady areas Bishop's Hat and
Sweet Woodruff are perfect, the
white flowers of the sweet woodruff
work well with the variegated
Bishop's Hat
Photo sources vary

Creeping snowberry

Evergreen candytuft

Creeping strawberry

Lady fern
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Lamb's ear

Creeping thyme

Sweet woodruff
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PLANT SELECTIONS | PERENNIALS
DESIGNING YOUR SPACE:
Before making changes to
your landscape consider these
questions.
• How do you want to use your
space?
• What spaces are underutilized?
• Does your landscape filter runoff
before reaching the lagoon?
• What are the plant's growth needs,
including micro-climate, water
needs, maintenance requirements,
etc.?
• What is your preferred color
palette? Too many different or
contrasting colors blooming at
the same time can be visually
distracting if not well planned.

PERENNIALS FOR SUN

PERENNIALS FOR SHADE

LOW FIRE RISK (GOOD FOR 5' NONLOW FIRE RISK (GOOD FOR 5' NONCOMBUSTIBLE ZONE)
COMBUSTIBLE ZONE)
• Aster
• Astilbe
• Black eyed Susan
• Bleeding heart
• Blanket flower
• Brunnera (can be used as
ground cover)
• California fuchsia (can be used as ground
cover)
• Columbine
• Catmint (can be used as ground cover)
• Ferns (can be used as ground cover)
• Coneflower
• Geranium cranesbill
• Coreopsis
• Goat's beard
• Daylily (can be used as ground cover)
• Heuchera
• Dusty miller
• Hosta
• Flax lily
• Jacob's ladder
• Gayfeather
• Lady's mantle (can be used
as ground cover)
• Globe thistle
•
Ligularia
• Heliopsis
• Lungwort
• Iris
• Lupine
• Lewisia
• Spiderwort
• Pasqueflower
• Solomon's seal
• Penstemon
• Red hot poker
• Salvia
• Sedum
• Soapwort
• Snow-in-summer (can be used as ground
cover)
• Speedwell
Low Fire Risk
Full Shade
Very Low Water
• Sunset hyssop
• Yarrow
Moderate Fire Risk
Partial Shade
Low Water
Full Sun
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Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

PLANT SELECTIONS | PERENNIALS
GREAT COMBOS

Black eyed Susan

California fuchsia

Coneflower

• For blooms in all season use,
Candytuft or spring, Coneflower for
summer and Autumn Joy Sedum for
fall color.
• Add ornamental grasses to
perennial gardens to add structure
when nothing is blooming
• For long lasting blooms use
Coreopsis and Daylilies and
Lavender
• Brunnera and Heuchera have
colorful foliage and are great for
brighting up shady areas.
Photo sources vary

Geranium cranesbill

Heuchera

Red hot poker

Sedum 'Autumn Joy' (A great selection for use in the non-combustible zone)
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Lady's mantle

Snow-in-summer
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PLANT SELECTIONS | ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
PLANTING CONSIDERATIONS
• Use ornamental grasses sparingly
around structures and under trees
to reduce the risk of ladder fuels
from seed heads
• Annually or biannually trim back
dead material from ornamental
grasses
• Do not use pampas grass, which is
highly flammable

ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
LOW FIRE RISK
• Japanese forest grass
• Maiden grass
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Blue fescue
• Blue grama grass
• Blue oat grass
• Deer grass (Muhlenbergia)
• Feather reed grass
• Japanese blood grass
• Little blue stem
• Sedges
• Switchgrass
• Tufted hair grass

Photo by Design Workshop, Inc.
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Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

PLANT SELECTIONS | ORNAMENTAL GRASSES
GREAT COMBOS

Blue fescue

Blue grama grass

Blue oat grass

• Using a few varieties of ornamental
grasses with a flowering perennial
like Cone Flower will make the
flowers pop against the green
grasses
• For a simple color palette use
grasses with white and purple
flowering perennials
• Consider the shape of the grass you
are going to use, fountain shaped
and arching shapes pair well with
upright perennials like Black Eyed
Susan and Salvia
• Mix fine leaf grasses like Blue
Fescue and Tufted Hair Grass with
board leaf perennials like Sedum
and Dusty Miller
Photo sources vary

Deer grass

Little blue stem

Japanese blood grass

Maiden grass
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Japanese forest grass

Switchgrass

Tufted hair grass
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SPECIALTY GARDENS | LAKE CLARITY ZONE
SEED MIXES:
Using seed mixes for native
plants and wildflowers can be a
great option since native grasses
and wildflowers are not usually
available at nurseries.
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GRASSES AND WILDFLOWERS PLANTING
LOW FIRE RISK
• Alpine gentian
• Aster
• Buttercups
• Corn lilies
• Elephant's head
• Fescues
• Hairgrass
• Mountain bent grass
• Mountain brome
• Mountain squirrel tail
• Mountain Timothy
• Rushes
• Sedges
• Tinker's penney
• Whorled penstemon

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

SPECIALTY GARDENS | LAKE CLARITY ZONE
PLANTING FOR LAKE
CLARITY

Aster

Buttercups

Elephant's head

Mountain Timothy

Corn lily

Mountain brome

Rush
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• 5 foot minimum (10 feet where feasible)
strip of planting between lawn and
lagoon edge
• Plants act as a filter between your lawn
and the lagoon
• Includes native and native adapted
plants
• Shoreline plantings help stabilize the
lagoon edge

Mountain squirrel tail

Sedge

Whorled penstemon
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SPECIALTY GARDENS | BUTTERFLY & POLLINATOR GARDENS
PLANTING FOR
POLLINATORS
• Planting early and late blooming
species helps support pollinators in the
shoulder seasons
• Pollinators help prevent and deter
unwanted pests
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BUTTERFLY & POLLINATOR GARDENS
LOW FIRE RISK
• Bee balm
• Blanket flower
• Butterfly weed
• California fuchsia
• Catmint
• Coneflower
• Evening primrose
• Foxglove
• Hyssop
• Lavender
• Lupine
• Mountain larkspur
• Penstemon
• Pincushion flower
• Red hot poker
• Solidago
• Wild strawberry

Bee balm

California fuchsia

Catmint

Coneflower

Sunset hyssop

Lupine

Penstemon

Red hot poker

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

SPECIALTY GARDENS | LAWN ALTERNATIVES
LAWN ALTERNATIVES

Creeping dianthus

Creeping thyme

Creeping strawberry

Field sedge

Red fescue

Sea thrift

Sedum

Yarrow

LOW FIRE RISK
• Blue Zinger sedge
• Creeping dianthus
• Creeping strawberry
• Creeping thyme
• Sea thrift
• Sedum
• Yarrow
MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Field sedge
• Red fescue
• Sheep fescue
• Tall fescue
Note: Homeowners may also consider other
groundcovers, perennials, low-water use
grasses, and other planting strategies as an
alternative for lawn. Synthetic, or artificial,
turfs may also be considered, but will count as
coverage by TRPA.

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk
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LAWN ALTERNATIVE
BENEFITS AND
CONSIDERATIONS:
• Lawn alternatives require little to no
mowing or fertilization and use less
water than traditional lawns
• Geese graze on grass with each goose
leaving 2-4 pounds of excrement
per day. Nutrient rich goose feces
often contain bacteria, parasites and
human pathogens. Reducing the use of
traditional lawns will deter geese and
reduce nutrients present in their feces.
• Tall fescue is an adaptable bunch grass
with a coarse texture, requires heavy
seeding, and can achieve a "carpet"
effect of a traditional lawn
• Sheep fescue is a bunch grass that
grows in clumps, it requires very little
water, but the bumpy surface is not
recommended for active uses
• Buffalograss is best installed as plugs
or sod, it should be mowed high or not
at all, it has a bumpy surface and is not
recommended for active uses; a warm
season grass, it is dormant in early
spring and fall
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SPECIALTY GARDENS | VINES
WALLS & TRELLISES
• Vines are great way to create shade
• Choose the right vine for your
landscape, climbing vines work well on
structures and trailing vines work well on
walls
• Use vines as vertical elements in the
garden where trees are not usable

VINES
LOW FIRE RISK
• Clematis
• Climbing hydrangea
• Climbing rose
• Honeysuckle
• Hops

Clematis

Climbing hydrangea

Climbing rose

Honeysuckle

Hops

Trumpet vine

MODERATE FIRE RISK
• Trumpet vine
• Virginia creeper

Virginia creeper
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Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk

SPECIALTY GARDENS | BULBS
BULBS

Checkered lilies

Crocus

Daffodils

Flowering onion

Glory of the snow

Hyacinth

Snowdrops

Tulips

Tahoe Keys Landscape Idea Book

FIRST FLOWERS

LOW FIRE RISK
• Checkered lilies
• Crocus
• Daffodils
• Flowering onion
• Glory of the snow
• Hyacinths
• Snowdrops
• Tulips

• Bulbs are great way to get spring color
every year
• Plant bubs alongside summer blooming
perennials to have color during spring
and summer
• Refer to bulb plant times (many need to
be planted in the fall for spring color)

Full Shade

Very Low Water

Low Fire Risk

Partial Shade

Low Water

Moderate Fire Risk

Full Sun

Moderate Water

High Fire Risk
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
SOURCES TO KNOW
PLANT LISTS
• CalRecycle Sustainable Landscaping (https://calrecycle.ca.gov/organics/landscaping/)
• TRCD Backyard Native Plants (https://tahoercd.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/
Backyard-Native-Plants-Booklet_High-Quality.pdf)
• TRPA Home Landscaping Guide & Plant List (https://www.tahoebmp.org/Documents/
LandscapingGuide.pdf)
• UCANR Tahoe Friendly Gardening for Defensible Space Brochure (https://ucanr.edu/sites/
mglaketahoe/files/328647.pdf)
• UCANR Tahoe Friendly Plants (https://ucanr.edu/sites/mglaketahoe/files/303089.pdf)
• UNR Lake Tahoe Basin Plant Guide for High Hazard Areas (https://www.
tahoelivingwithfire.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Tahoe-plant-guide_2018_web_reduced.pdf)

DEFENSIBLE SPACE RESOURCES
• CalFire Homeowners Checklist (https://www.readyforwildfire.org/wp-content/uploads/
Homeowners-Checklist.pdf)
• CalFire Prepare for Wildfire (https://www.readyforwildfire.org/prepare-for-wildfire/getready/defensible-space)
• Living With Fire Tahoe (https://www.tahoelivingwithfire.com)
• Trees and Defensible Space (https://www.trpa.gov/trees-and-defensible-space)

BMP RESOURCES
• Interactive BMP graphics (https://tahoebmp.org/SingleFamEx.
aspx?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1)
• TRPA BMP Handbook (https://www.tahoebmp.org/bmphandbook.aspx)
• TRPA Stormwater Management Program (https://tahoebmp.org)

DEMONSTRATION GARDENS
• Demonstration Garden at Lake Tahoe Community College (1 College Dr., South Lake
Tahoe, CA 96150)
• Evans Family Garden (1383 Mt. Olympia Circle, South Lake Tahoe, CA 96150)
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
LOCAL NURSERIES &
LANDSCAPE DESIGNERS
ASPEN HOLLOW
541 Emerald Bay Rd.
South Lake Tahoe, CA
(530) 542-3180
http://www.aspenhollow.com
GARDEN ART LANDSCAPING & DESIGN
1034 Emerald Bay Road
South Lake Tahoe, CA
(530) 541-3587
https://www.gardenarttahoe.com
MEEK'S THE BUILDERS CHOICE
2970 Hwy. 50
Meyers, CA
(530) 577-0550
https://www.meeks.com

LOCAL SEED SUPPLIERS
COMSTOCK SEED
917 NV-88
Gardnerville, NV
(775) 265-0090
https://www.comstockseed.com
PACIFIC COAST SEED
https://www.pcseed.com

BMP & NATIVE PLANTS
RESOURCE LIST

https://www.tahoe.bmp.org/Documents/
BMP_Mat_Resource_List.pdf

BMP INSTALLATION SERVICE
PROVIDERS LIST

https://www.tahoebmp.org/Documents/
ContractorsList.pdf

NEL'S GARDEN CENTER
1050 Fremont Ave.
South Lake Tahoe, CA
(530) 541-2552
SUNBASIN LANDSCAPE & NURSERY
276 Kingsbury Grade
Stateline, NV
(775) 588-8326
TAHOE OUTDOOR LIVING NURSERY
905 Emerald Bay Rd.,
South Lake Tahoe, CA
(530) 541-8877
https://www.tahoeoutdoorliving.com
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